Faculty Senate Resolution 08-10

Flagship Library Status Improvements
Including One Appendix
Sponsored by Adelaide M. Russo

Whereas
A Library is a pivotal facility in higher education, by virtue of its instructional, educational, and
research support for campus, academic colleagues and public;

Whereas
The useful library is not a static entity, but adapts to changing needs and new developments
while preserving for access the accumulated wealth of society;

Whereas

The LSU Flagship Agenda identifies the Rank of the LSU library as a performance indicator of
achievable success using “the Rank of libraries (according to the Association of Research
Libraries)” (ARL)

Whereas
The LSU Flagship Agenda includes the goal “to increase annual library collections and access to
scholarly material by 50 percent”

Whereas

The LSU ARL rank has been, for many years, at the bottom ten percent of the 114 ARL
institutions in terms of expenditures and recognized sub-categories of holdings, resource use, and
student and faculty support (see appendices); and LSU expenditures were ranked 107 of 114 in
2006;

Whereas
The LSU campus seeks to increase enrollment, which will put further demands on the Library;

Therefore Be it Resolved,

The Faculty Senate requests the LSU administration to develop a Plan for implementing
improvements in the LSU library budget sufficient to raise it to a rank commensurate with the
goals of the Flagship Agenda status. The rank shall be identified using metrics comparable to
the Association of Research Libraries and a timetable identified. For example, the goal might be
stated to be the 30" ranked library in terms of expenditures within 10 years. A plan shall be
developed to implement this goal with annual milestones that include financial commitments,
and this plan will be reported to the Faculty Senate, perhaps with the involvement of the Faculty
Senate Library Committee.



Appendix 1

Consisting of 1 Figure and 4 tables
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Figure 1. The LSU library expenditures ranked according to the number of ARL libraries
reporting data. A high numerical rank means that there is a low level of expenditures in
relationship to the other libraries. The number of libraries in each year has changed from a low
of 59 in 1963 to the present list of 114 libraries.
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