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Letter from the Director...
2009: A Good Year

Although 2009 was a grim year for the economy, it was a
great year for the Museum. Let me count the ways.

Awards and honors abounded. Curator of Mammals Mark
Hafner was voted a Fellow of the AAAS, and he received a

“Dean’s Commendation for Excellence in Teaching.” Curator
of Birds Van Remsen received the LSU Foundation Distin-
guished Faculty Teaching Award. Graduate student Gustavo
Bravo received an Outstanding Student Presentation Award
at the annual meeting of the American Ornithologists’ Union.
(LSU students have won this award four years in a row.)
Curator of Education Sophie Warny was elected to the board of the American Association
of Stratigraphic Palynologists. Grad student James Maley received the T. Vinton Holmes
Award and HC Lim received the Outstanding International Student Award from the LSU
Department of Biological Sciences. Grad student César Sanchez received the Virginia L.
Mouw Ornithology Award and Luciano Naka the Outstanding Graduate Student Award from
the Museum of Natural Science.

Six students graduated. Travis Atwood, M.S. Geology & Geophysics; Amber
Gates, M.S. Biological Sciences; Curt Burney, Ph.D. Biological Sciences; Brian O’Shea,
Ph.D. Biological Sciences; Thomas Valqui, Ph.D. Biological Sciences; and Michael Wil-
liams, Ph.D. Geology & Geophysics.

Lots of grants were garnered. Curator of Genetic Resources Robb Brumfield
received a $750,000 NSF grant for the “comparative phylogeography of species with cross-
Andes distributions”. Robb also received an NSF grant with Biological Sciences professor
Bryan Carstens for $225,000. Grad student Andrés Cuervo received a prestigious NSF
Dissertation Improvement Grant of $15,000 for “a large-scale, multilocus, coalescent-based
analysis of ecological zonation and population differentiation in Andean birds,” as well as
smaller grants from the AMNH’s Chapman Fund and the Society for Integrative and Compar-
ative Biology. Grad student David Anderson was instrumental in obtaining $300,000 grant
from Empresa Propietaria de la Red Eléctrica for the conservation of the Honduran Emerald
(Amazilia luciae) in Santa Barbara, Honduras. And grad student Dency Gawin obtained a
$192,000 fellowship from the Malaysian government to support her Ph.D. studies at LSU.

On the publication and public relations front, we were also on fire. Museum staff and
students published some 50 articles in 2009 (see the list inside). Among these was Sophie
Warny’s cover article in Geology. David Anderson was featured on the cover of Audubon
magazine (Nickens, T. E. 2009. “Where dreams come true.” Audubon March 2009: 72-79).
And Van Remsen and others were featured in the outstanding Louisiana Public Broadcasting
special, “A Summer of Birds”, about John James Audubon.

Now, if 2010 can also be as good...
Fred Sheldon
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Fred Sheldon, museum director, with the museum’s bird
collection. Photo by Eddy Perez.

Frederick Sheldon, the LSU Museum of Natu
ral Science museum director, opened a drawer to find a
black hooded oriole among three rows of brightly colored
birds whose feet were tagged with miniscule handwriting.

“We don’t have much space here at the museum for our
collections,” said Sheldon, genetic resources and ornithology
curator. “We make do with what we have. There is so much
the visitors of this museum don’t see beyond the exhibits.”

Sheldon said most museum visitors are chil
dren on field trips or families on school vacations.

“Although my favorite exhibit is the bird collection, most
people come to see the original Mike the Tiger,” Sheldon said.

Located at 119 Foster Hall, the majority of the muse
um’s exhibits are dioramas created in the 1950s, Sheldon said.

The newest exhibit, “Experience Antarctica,” was
the first new exhibit in 50 years and was begun by So
phie Warny, museum palynology and education curator.

Warny said she created the Antarctica exhibit from a re
search project funded by a National Science Foundation grant.

“You’d better love your job as a curator,” Warny said,
“it's a lot of hours and a lot of grant writing and services to
the University, in addition to the research and the education
of undergraduate and graduate students.” “To be able to
manage such a demanding job, and still be a good mother to
your children requires quite a bit of organization,” she added.

Warny, no stranger to hard work, difficult research
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Sheldon Attempts to Preserve,

Acquire Knowledge as Curator

Article by Catie Vogels, LSU Reveille

and grant writing, said her biggest accomplishment as a
curator was discovering seven new species and a genus of
dinoflagellates from sediment samples in Morocco.

“As a scientist, it is your dream to discover something,”
Warny said. “Eachtime youlook atanew project, it's like amystery.”

Curators of the LSU Museum of Natural Science train
graduate students and conduct research on their areas of
expertise as well as accumulate specimens for the museum’s
vast collections.

As an ornithology curator, Sheldon is the over
seer of the top bird collection in the nation and the
head of the program that has discovered more new
birds in the last 30 years than anyone else in the world.

“Stuff is happening here,” Sheldon said. “It's an exciting
adventure. Without it, | wouldn’t know what to do with my life. Al
though thisis amuseum, the most active part of my job is the same
as the mission of the museum: to acquire, preserve and research
the specimen in the collections to generate new knowledge.”

Alarge part of working as a curator for the museum is
training graduate students and some dedicated undergraduate
students to be professors and to perform research, Sheldon said.

“We make them go out in the field and do a 19th
century exploratory adventure, usually to the tropics of
Borneo,” Sheldon said. “They collect animals and speci
men in the field, return to Louisiana State University and
perform 21st century cutting edge molecular genetics.
They do everything they have to do for a museum, but
they know everything to be an up to date researcher.”

Sheldon also manages the day to day operations
of the museum, a component of the Louisiana Museum of
Natural History, but he said his favorite part of being a cura
tor is getting to be outdoors on the expeditions for species.
“We’re exposed to tons of diseases and dangers on our ad
ventures,” Sheldon said. “We travel, but we don’t stay in the
fancy hotels and stay on the beach. It's nice though. We get
to see the sights, the natural sights. It's beautiful out there.”

He didn’t know he wanted to be an ornithology
curator his whole life, Sheldon said. He never knew
he could make a living out of his bird watching habit.

“It just kind of happened,” Sheldon said. “I'm not

like a lot of people that grew up collecting plants, animals
and bugs. | never knew | could make a career out of it.”
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LSU Museum of Natural Science to Play Major Role in
Creation of “Genome Zoo”

By Ashley Berthelot

In the most comprehensive study of animal
evolution ever attempted, an internationaflconsortium
of scientists plan to assemble a genomic zoo — a collec-
tion of DNA sequences for 10,000 vertebrate species,
approximately one for every vertebrate genus. And
thanks to its Museum of Natural Science, or MNS, and
its collection of genetic resources, LSU is poised to play
a major role in this record-breaking project.

The “Genome 10K Project,” launched in April
20009 at a three-day meeting at the University of Califor-
nia, Santa Cruz,
has the goal of
gathering speci-
mens of thou-
sands of animals
from zoos, muse-
ums and univer-
sity collections
throughout the
world and then
sequencing the
entire genome of
each species to
reveal its com-
plete genetic
heritage. Because
LSU’s Museum
of Natural Sci-
ence is home to
the largest collec-
tion of vertebrate
tissue samples in
the world, it will
be responsible for
providing up to
half of the samples necessary to complete the massive
research undertaking.
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“Our vertebrate collection, the largest of its
kind in the world, is the crown jewel of the Museum
of Natural Science,” said Fred Sheldon, MNS curator
and participant in the Genome 10Kproject. “We already
act as a sort of international genetic library, lending our
samples across the world as part of our contribution to
the scientific community. That such an impressive, am-
bitious research project is relying so heavily on LSU is
just one more reason why folks in Louisiana should be
proud of their flagship university.”

Calling themselves the Genome 10K Community
of Scientists, or GI0KCOS, the group outlined its pro-
posal to sequence 10,000 to 15,000 vertebrate genomes

A sample of the museum’s bird collection. Photo by Eddy Perez.

in a paper published in the Nov. 5 issue of the “Journal
of Heredity.”

Participants expect the Genome 10K Project to
create a foundation for understanding the genetic basis
of recent and rapid adaptive changes within vertebrate
species and between closely related species. The results
can help conservation efforts by enabling scientists to
predict how species will respond to climate change, pol-
lution, emerging diseases, and invasive competitors.

The consortium agreed to a set of guidelines for
sample collection,
including the types
and volumes of tis-
sues, recommenda-
tions for preservation
and documentation,
and adherence to na-
tional and interna-
tional statutes regu-
lating the collection,
use, and transport
of biological speci-
" mens. Where pos-
sible, specimens for
each species include
both males and fe-
males and reflect
" geographic diversity
— . or diversity within
 localized popula-
tions.

Because the evo-
lution of species liv-
ing today involved
ancient genetic changes still preserved in their DNA,
the Genome 10K project can help uncover answers to
longstanding questions about the history of evolution.
Having full genomes at hand will enable detailed stud-
ies of base-by-base evolutionary changes throughout the
genome.

The project was conceived by the paper’s three
lead authors: David Haussler, professor of biomolecular
engineering at UC Santa Cruz; Stephen J. O’Brien, chief
of the Laboratory of Genomic Diversity at the National
Cancer Institute; and Oliver A. Ryder, director of genet-
ics at the San Diego Zoo’s Institute for Conservation
Research and adjunct professor of biology at UC San
Diego.
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In addition to lead authors and LSU’s Sheldon, other
coauthors of the paper who also served as committee chairs
include F. Keith Barker of the University of Minnesota;
Michele Clamp of the Broad Institute of MIT and Harvard;
Andrew J. Crawford of Universidad de los Andes, Bogota,
Colombia; Robert Hanner of the Biodiversity Institute of
Ontario, University of Guelph; Olivier Hanotte of the Uni-
versity of Nottingham; Warren E. Johnson of the National
Cancer Institute, Laboratory of Genomic Diversity; former
LSU professor Jimmy A. McGuire of the Mu-
seum of Vertebrate Zoology, University
of California, Berkeley; Webb Miller

of Pennsylvania State University; Robert W. Murphy of the
Royal Ontario Museum, Toronto; William J. Murphy of Texas
A&M University; Barry Sinervo of UC Santa Cruz; Byrappa
Venkatesh of the Institute of Molecular and Cell Biology, Sin-
gapore; and Edward O. Wiley of the Natural History Museum
and Biodiversity Research Center, University of Kansas.

For more information about the Genome 10K project,
visit http://genome10k.soe.ucsc.edu/.

Museum’s collection of genetic resources, largest of its kind, expected to provide approximately
half of the specimens for project. Photo by Eddy Perez.

If you are interested, please send your e-mail address to tjacks9@Isu.edu
and allainaf1@Isu.edu.
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GENOME 10K

LSU is expected
to provide much of
the DNA and tissue
specimens for a new
international project
to assemble a “ge-
nome zoo” of 10,000
. vertebrate species.

The nearly 70-sci-
entist team published
its “Genome 10K
Project” proposal
today in the Jour-
nal of Heredity, an
academic periodical
published by Oxford
University in the Unit-
ed Kingdom.

John McCormack
working in the lab.
Photo by Dr. Robb Brumfield.

Genome 10K is planned as an ambitious follow-up
to the highly publicized Human Genome Project completed
in 2003 that identified and sequenced the more than 20,000
genes in human DNA.

“If you know the DNA sequences for all these animals,

you can know a huge amount about their genome pathways

.. and evolutionary history,” said Fred Sheldon, director of

the LSU Museum of Natural Science and curator of genetic
resources.

Practical ramifications could range from wildlife and
ecological preservation improvements to the better under-
standing of human diseases through animal evolution, Shel-
don said.

The project began in April out of the University of
California at Santa Cruz and quickly involved a number of
biological scientists and computer scientists worldwide.

“The only other thing they were missing was the
animals,” Sheldon said.

And that is where LSU came in. “LSU has the world’s
largest collection of wild vertebrate tissues,” Sheldon said.

LSU to Aid ‘Genome Zoo’

Program to use LSU MNS’s massive tissue collection

Article by Jordan Blum, The Advocate

The LSU Museum of Natural Science in Foster Hall
houses about 200,000 tissue samples from 100,000 animals
and nearly 6,000 species, Sheldon said. The collection began
more than 30 years ago.

So, hypothetically, LSU could provide the tissues for
about half of the Genome 10K animals, he said.

LSU’s collection specifically offers huge amounts of
bird, reptile and amphibian tissue samples, he said.

“This is a pretty big, high-profile project for us,” Shel-
don said. “It'll be the biggest, one-time project we've done.”

UC-Santa Cruz, where the project originated, is tout-
ing Genome 10K as the “most comprehensive study of animal
evolution ever attempted.”

David Haussler, a lead researcher and UC-Santa Cruz
professor of biomolecular engineering, said in a university re-
lease that technology has advanced to the point that genome
sequencing now can produce much more data much faster
than with the Human Genome Project.

“For the first time, we have a chance to really see
evolution in action, caught in the act of changing whole ge-
nomes,” Haussler said.

All of this will lead toward a much better understand-
ing of how humans evolved as well, he said.

Sheldon said it may be five years before the Genome
10K is moving at full steam because some of the “third gen-
eration” DNA sequencing technology is still in development.

Instead of just providing massive fragments of data
that must be tediously pieced together, Sheldon said, the
newer technology will produce DNA sequences in their nearly
whole forms.

Although there is a 10,000-species goal, Haussler
said in the UC-Santa Cruz release, preliminary meetings have
indicated that closer to 16,000 animal species could have their
DNA sequences completed by the end of the project.
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LSU Ichthyologist Lands Major Grant to Study Fish
Family History

Also discovers two new species of angler fishes native to Louisiana

By Ashley Berthelot Photo credit: Eddy Perez




Curator of Fishes, Prosanta Chakrabarty.

A specimen from the museum’s ichthyol
ogy collection. Another specimen from the ichthyology collection.




MNS’s 2009 Publications

Amaral, F.S.R., Sheldon, F.H., Gamauf, A., Haring, E., Riesing, M.J., Silveira, L.F., Wajntal, A. 2009. Patterns and
processes of diversification in a widespread and ecologically diverse avian group, the buteonine hawks (Aves, Ac-
cipitridae). Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution. 53:703-715.

Anderson, D.L. 2009. Ground versus canopy methods for the study of birds in tropical forest canopies: implications for
ecology and conservation. Condor 111: 226-237.

Boundy, J., and V. Wallach. 2009. The identity of the leptotyphlopid snake Glauconia unicolor, Werner, 1913 (Squa
mata: Serpentes: Leptotyphlopidae). Mitt. Hamburg. Zool. Mus. Inst. 105:53-56.

Burney, C.W., and R.T. Brumfield. 2009. Ecology predicts levels of genetic differentiation in Neotropical birds.

American Naturalist 174:358-368.

Carling, M.D. & R.T. Brumfield. 2009. Speciation in Passerina buntings: introgression patterns of sex-linked loci identify
a candidate gene region for reproductive isolation. Molecular Ecology 18:834-847.

Chakrabarty, P., Amarasinghe, T., Sparks, J.S. 2009 Redescription of ponyfishes (Teleostei:Leiognathidae) of Sri Lanka
and the status of Aurigequula Fowler 1918. Ceylon Journal of Science (Biological Science) 37 (2): 143-161.

Chakrabarty, P. (2009) {Review of} Your Inner Fish, A Journey into the 3.5-Billion-Year History of the Human Body. Co-
peia 2009 (2), 421.

Chesser, R.T., S. Claramunt, E. Derryberry, & R.T. Brumfield. 2009. Geocerthia, a new genus of terrestrial ovenbird
(Aves: Passeriformes: Furnariidae). Zootaxa 2213: 64—68.

Cheviron, Z.A. and R.T. Brumfield. 2009. Migration-selection balance and local adaptation of mitochondrial haplotypes
in Rufous-collared Sparrows (Zonotrichia capensis) along an elevational gradient. Evolution 63:1593-1605.

Deichmann, J., J. Boundy and G. B. Williamson. 2009. Anuran artifacts of preservation: 25 years later. Phyllomedusa
8:51-58.

Derryberry, E.P. 2009. Ecology shapes birdsong evolution: variation in habitat and morphology explains variation in
white-crowned sparrow song. American Naturalist 174(1): 24-33.

Eckstut, M.E., A.M. Hamilton, C.C. Austin, and D.M. Sever. 2009. Asynchronous oviductal seasonal variation in the
unisexual-bisexual Nactus pelagicus complex from the Vanuatu Archipelago. In L.T. Dahnof (Ed.), Animal Repro-
duction: New Research Developments (pp. 295-307). NOVA Science Publishers, Inc., Happauge, New York.

Hafner, M.S., D. J. Hafner, J.W. Demastes, G. L. Hasty, J.E. Light, and T.A. Spradling. 2009. Evolutionary relationships
of pocket gophers of the genus Pappogeomys (Rodentia: Geomyidae). Journal of Mammalogy, 90:47-56.

Hamilton, A.M., Hartman, J.H. and C.C. Austin (2009). Island area and species diversity in the southwest Pacific Ocean:
Is the lizard fauna of Vanuatu depauperate? Ecography, 32:247-258.

Haussler, D., S. J. O'Brien, O. A. Ryder, F. K. Barker, M. Clamp, A. J. Crawford, R. Hanner, O. H. Hanotte, W. Johnson,
J. McGuire, W. Miller, R. W. Murphy, W. J. Murphy, F.H. Sheldon, et al. 2009. Genome 10K: A proposal to obtain
whole genome sequence for 10,000 vertebrate species. Heredity 100:659-674.

Hendry, D., and A.S. Lopez. 2009. SOAR Into Inquiry: Basic Observation Skills. Real Curriculum, Inc., Glendale, Califor-
nia.

Hendry, D., and A.S. Lopez. 2009. SOAR Into Inquiry: Plant Life. Real Curriculum, Inc., Glendale, California.

Herzog, S. K., S. R. Ewing, K. L. Evans, A. MacCormick, T. Valqui, R. Bryce, M. Kessler, & R. McLeod. 2009. Vocaliza-
tions, distribution, and ecology of the Cloud-forest Screech Owl (Megascops marshalli). Wilson J. Ornithology
121: 240-252.

Kimball, R. T., E. L. Braun, F. K. Barker, R. C.K. Bowie, M.J. Braun, J. L. Chojnowski, S.J. Hackett, K.-L. Han, J. Harsh-
man, V. Heimer-Torres, W. Holznagel, C. J. Huddleston, B.D. Marks, K. J. Miglia, W. S. Moore, S. Reddy, F.H.
Sheldon, J. V. Smith, C.C. Witt, and T. Yuri. 2009. A well-tested set of primers to amplify regions spread across
the avian genome. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 50: 654—660.

Lance, S. L., C. Hagen, T. C. Glenn, R.T. Brumfield, K. Faust Stryjewski, and G.R. Graves. 2009. Fifteen
polymorphic microsatellite loci from Jamaican streamertail hummingbirds (Trochilus). Conservation Genetics
10:1195-1198.

McCracken, K.G., M. Bulgarella, K. P. Johnson, M. K. Kuhner, J. Trucco, T.H. Valqui, R. E. Wilson, and J. L. Peters.

2009. Gene flow in the face of countervailing selection: adaptation to high-altitude hypoxia in the bA hemoglobin
subunit of Yellow-billed Pintails in the Andes. Molecular Biology and Evolution 26: 815-827.
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McCracken, K.G., C. P. Barger, M. Bulgarella, K. P. Johnson, S. A. Sonsthagen, J. Trucco, T.H. Valqui, R. E. Wilson, K.
Winker, and M. D. Sorenson. 2009. Parallel evolution in the major haemoglobin genes of eight species of Andean
waterfowl. Molecular Ecology.

Meshaka, W., J. Boundy, S. Marshall and J. Delahoussaye. 2009. Seasonal activity, reproductive cycles, and growth

of the bronze frog (Lithobates clamitans clamitans) in southern Louisiana: an endpoint in its geographic distribu
tion and the variability of its life history traits. J. Kansas Herpetol. 31:12-17.

Meshaka, W., J. Boundy, and A. Williams. 2009. The dispersal of the Greenhouse Frog, Eleutherodactylus planirostris
(Anura: Eleutherodactylidae), in Louisiana, with preliminary observations on several potential exotic colonizing
Species. J. Kansas Herpetol. 32:13-16.

Moyle, R.G., R.T. Chesser, R.T. Brumfield, J. G. Tello, D. J. Marchese, and J. Cracraft. 2009. Phylogeny and phyloge-
netic classification of the antbirds, ovenbirds, woodcreepers, and allies (Aves: Passeriformes: Infraorder Furnariides).
Cladistics 25: 1-20.

Parra, J. L., J.V. Remsen, Jr., M. Alvarez-Rebolledo, & J.A. McGuire. 2009. Molecular phylogenetics of the hummingbird

genus Coeligena. Molecular Phylogenetics & Evolution 53 425-434.

Perkins, S.L. and C.C. Austin. (2009). Four new species of Plasmodium from New Guinea lizards: Integrating morphology
and molecules. Journal of Parasitology, 95(2):424-433. Sanin, C, Cadena, C.D., Maley, J.M., Lijtmaer, D.A., and
Tubaro, P.L. 2009. Paraphyly of Cinclodes fuscus (Aves: Furnariidae): Implications for taxonomy and biogeogra-
phy. Molecular Phylogenetics and Evolution 53:547-555.

Saunders, R. 2009. Stability and ubiquity: Irene, Altamaha, and San Marcos pottery in time and space. In From Santa
Elena to St. Augustine: Indigenous ceramic variability (A.D. 1400-1700), edited by K. Deagan and D.H.Thomas.
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History v90: 83-111.

Saunders, R. 2009. The Archaic above Choctawhatchee Bay: Hydrodynamics, adaptation, and abandonment. In Trend,
Tradition, and Turmoil: What Happened to the Late Archaic?, edited by David Hurst Thomas and Matthew Sanger.
Anthropological Papers of the American Museum of Natural History. (in press)

Saunders, R., J. Wrenn, W. Krebs, and V.M. Bryant. 2009. Coastal dynamics and cultural occupations on Choctaw-
hatchee Bay, Florida. Palynology 33(2):135-156.

Sen Gupta, B.K., M.K. Lobegeier, and L.E. Smith. 2009. Foraminiferal communities of bathyal hydrocarbon seeps, north-
ern Gulf of Mexico: A taxonomic, ecologic, and geologic study. U.S. Dept. of the Interior, Minerals Management
Service, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region, New Orleans, LA. OCS Study MMS 2009-013, 385 pp.

Sen Gupta, B.K. and L.E. Smith. 2009. Foraminifera, in L. Rouse, ed., Evaluation of oil and gas platforms on the Louisi-
ana continental shelf for organisms with biotechnology potential. United States Department of the Interior, Miner-
als Management Service, Gulf of Mexico OCS Region, New Orleans, LA. OCS Study MMS 2009-059, p. 17-27.

Sen Gupta, B.K. and L.E. Smith. Benthic Foraminifera of the Gulf of Mexico: A census report. Journal of Foraminiferal
Research (in press).

Sen Gupta, B.K. and L.E. Smith and M. L. Machain-Castillo. 2009. Foraminifera of the Gulf of Mexico, in Darryl L. Felder
and David K. Camp, eds., Gulf of Mexico Origin, Waters, and Biota. Volume 1, Biodiversity. Texas A&M University
Press, College Station, p. 87—-129, +1 plate.

Sheldon, F.H. 2009. Review of: C. F. Mann, The Birds of Borneo, An Annotated Checklist. Wilson Journal of Ornithology
121:856-857.

Sheldon, F.H., H.C. Lim, J. Nais, M. Lakim, A. Tuuga, P. Malim, J. Majuakim, A. Lo, M. Schilthuizen, P.A. Hosner, R.G.
Moyle. 2009. Observations on the ecology, distribution, and biogeography of forest birds in Sabah, Malaysia.
Raffles Bulletin of Zoology 57:577-586.

Sheldon, F.H. D.J. Lohman, H.C. Lim, F. Zou, S. M. Goodman, D. M. Prawiradilaga, K. Winker, T. M. Braile, and R.G.
Moyle. 2009. Phylogeography of the magpie-robin species complex (Aves: Turdidae: Copsychus) reveals a Phil-
ippine species, an interesting isolating barrier, and unusual dispersal patterns in the Indian Ocean and Southeast
Asia. Journal of Biogeography 36: 1070-1083.

Sheldon, F.H., and R.G. Moyle. 2009. Pityriaseidae. In J. del Hoyo, A. B. Elliott and D. Christie, eds., Handbook of the
Birds of the World, Volume 14. Lynx Edicions, Barcelona.

Sheldon, F.H., Strying, A.R., and Hosner, P.A. 2009. Bird species richness in a Bornean exotic tree plantation: a long-
term perspective. Biological Conservation. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.biocon.2009.11.004

Simon, J. E., J. F. Pacheco, B.M. Whitney, G. T. Mattos, & R. L. Gagliardi. (2009). Phacellodomus ferrugineigula (Pel-

zeln, 1858) (Aves: Furnariidae) € uma espécie valida. Revista Brasileira de Ornitologia. In press.

Stouffer, P. C., C. Strong, & L.N. Naka. 2009. Twenty years of understory bird extinctions from Amazonian rainforest frag-

ments: consistent trends and landscape-mediated dynamics. Diversity and Distributions 15: 88-97.
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Weckstein, J.D., B.D. Marks, R.G.Moyle, K. P. Johnson, M. J. Meyer, J. Braimah, J. Oppong, and J.
Amponsah. 2009. Birds recorded from surveys in Ghana’s Central and Brong-Ahafo regions.
Malimbus 31: 28-46
Warny, S., Askin, R., Hannah, M., Mohr, B., Raine, I., Harwood, D.M., Florindo, F., and the SMS Science
Team, 2009. Palynomorphs recovered from sediment core reveal a remarkably warm Antarctica during
the Mid Miocene. Geology, 37(10): 955-958; doi: 10.1130/G30139A. 1.
Warny, S., 2009. Palaestomocystis spp.: A potential indicator of neritic subpolar environments in Antarctica.
Palynology, 33(2) 2009: 39-50.
Witt, C.C., & D.F. Lane. 2009. Range extensions for two rare high-Andean birds in central Peru. Cotinga
31: 90-94.
Young, B.E., |. Franke, P.A. Hernandez, S.K. Herzog, L. Paniagua, C. Tovar, and T.H. Valqui. 2009. Using spatial models
to predict areas of endemism and gaps in the protection of Andean slope birds. Auk 126: 554-565.
Yuri, T., R. W. Jernigan, R.T. Brumfield, N. K. Bhagabati, and M.J. Braun. 2009. The effect of marker choice on
estimated levels of introgression across an avian (Pipridae: Manacus) hybrid zone. Molecular Ecology 18:4888-
4903.
Zager, |., K. M. Rodriguez-Clark, J.R. Eberhard, J.P. Rodriguez and P. A. Millan. 2009. Nest poaching in the Venezuelan
insular subspecies of the Brown-throated Parakeet (Aratinga pertinax). Ornitologia Neotropical 20(1):99-112.

Special Saturdays at the MNS

Louisiana Archaeology

The LSU Museum of Natural Science Educa
tion Office held one of its Special Saturday events
on November 21, 2009. The special guests were Dr.
Rob Mann, Ph.D. Southeast Regional Archaeologist
and Dr. Rebecca Saunders, Curator of Archaeology.
Dr. Mann and Dr. Saunders told the young scholars
about the customs of Louisiana’s people. The partici
pants learned to use real Native American pump drills
and created art using original Native American pottery

~ patterns.

Glowing Fishes

Another Special Saturday event was held by

the LSU Museum of Natural Science Education Of
fice on December 5, 2009. The special guest was
Dr. Prosanta Chakrabarty, Curator of Ichthyology.

~ Dr. Chakrabarty showed the young scholars amaz

- ing creatures that have developed the ability to use
chemicals within their bodies to produce light; through
a process known as bioluminescence. The participants
made their own glowing creatures using Styrofoam
and lanterns.
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One of MNS’s Own Honored with the rank of “Fellow” by the

American Association for the Advancement of Science!

Mark Hafner was one of eight LSU researchers
honored by the AAAS. He is LSU’s newest AAAS Fellow
for the field of co-evolutionary biology. He also received
a “Dean’s Commendation for Excellence in Teaching.”

Congratulations to Mark
on all of his outstanding
accomplishments!

Curator of Mammals, Dr. Mark Hafner.

Giving Form to Support the Museum of Natural Science

Name (s): Biling Address:
Address:
City:
City: State: Zip Code:
State: Zip Code:
Telephone [Day]: Signature:

Telephone [Night]:

Enclosed is My Gift of: . .
All Donafions are Tax Deductible

_$50 ___$100 __$200 ___ $500 ___ Other

Please Mail Your Donation, Along with this Form

to:
LSU Museum of Natural Science
Make Checks payable to: 119 Foster Hall
LSU Foundation - MNS Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70803
___ Mastercard ___ American Express Matching Gift Company:
___Visa ___Other:
Please Indicate:

Corporate Matching Gifts:

Account #: - - - Many companies match donations by employ-

Exp. Date: ees, their families or refirees. Please ask your hu-
man resources office for your company’s match-

Name as it Appears on Card (please print): ing gift form. Mail the form, with this pledge card

to the address provided above.

Thank You For Your Support.
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