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QUATERNARY SYSTEM

HOLOCENE

Stream alluvium, undifferentiated—Deposits of ephemeral and 
perennial (Tickfaw River) streams incised into older strata. Occur as active 
and recently stranded terraces. Light to medium gray-brown clay mud and 
silt mud with medium to fine sand component of quartz and trace 
amounts of dark silicates and iron oxides. Produced by local re-working of 
Pleistocene sediments. Thickness 0 – 1 meter.

Coastal Swamp—Active deposit of fresh and brackish water inundation 
in peralic setting. Dark brown, black-brown, and black organic-rich clay 
with <1% very fine quartz sand and silt. Undetermined thickness.

PLEISTOCENE

Peoria loess (not shown)—Wisconsin age loess in thin (< 1m) veneer 
over Hammond alloformation. Light brown-white, light brown-gray, and 
light orange-gray fine sand and silt with minor clay, lacking sedimentary 
structures. Includes small population of coarse and medium sand size 
rounded and frosted quartz. Fine sand and silt dominated by quartz with 
minute trace amounts of feldspar, dark silicates, iron oxides, and light 
mica. Displays 5 cm scale vertical piping in thin erosional bluffs. 
Thickness < 1 m.

Hammond alloformation—Sequence of bedded sandy muds and 
muddy sands with small scale internal planar and low angle cross 
lamination. Gray, brown-gray, and gold-gray micaceous, arkosic fine 
sand, silt and clay with dark silicates and iron oxides in accessory 
amounts. Pedogencally altered clay-rich light colored  mud with dark 
orange and red mottling is interpreted to mark upper boundary. 
Thickness undetermined.
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