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QUATERNARY SYSTEM

HOLOCENE

Holocene undifferentiated alluvium—Undifferentiated deposits of small upland 
streams: unconsolidated alluvial deposits of minor streams and creeks filling valleys 
incised into older deposits, with textures varying from gravelly sand to sandy mud. 

PLEISTOCENE 

PRAIRIE ALLOGROUP

Prairie Allogroup, undifferentiated—a diverse depositional sequence of late to 
middle Pleistocene deposits of the Mississippi River, its tributaries, and coastal plain 
streams; includes terraces, fluvial (meander-belt, backswamp, and braided-stream), 
colluvial, estuarine, deltaic, and marine units deposited over a considerable interval of 
the late Pleistocene. Surfaces generally show little dissection and are topographically 
higher than the Deweyville. Multiple levels are recognized along alluvial valleys and 
coast-parallel trends. The Prairie is locally mapped as undifferentiated alluvial terraces 
where discontinuous surfaces are incised into older allogroups within valleys.

INTERMEDIATE ALLOGROUP

Intermediate allogroup, undifferentiated—fluvial deposits of the Mississippi, Red, 
and Calcasieu rivers, their tributaries, and coastal plain streams; includes sediments 
underlying terraces locally designated as Oakdale, Elizabeth, and Lissie. The surfaces of 
the Intermediate Allogroup are commonly higher in elevation than the surface of Prairie 
Allogroup, and lower than the topography of adjoining Upland Allogroup and Tertiary 
formations. Its surfaces are generally dissected and lack distinct constructional 
topography. Examination of limited subsurface data indicate these surfaces are 
underlain by fine-grained sediments that overlie sandy sediments. The Intermediate is 
locally mapped as undifferentiated alluvial terraces where discontinuous surfaces are 
incised into an older sediments within valleys.

 Oakdale alloformation—alluvial deposits of middle Pleistocene streams in   
 southwestern Louisiana, lying in elevation below the higher surfaces of the   
 Intermediate and Upland allogroups and above the Prairie Allogroup. Its   
 surface is moderately dissected and lacks any constructional landforms.   
 According to regional subsurface data, the Oakdale alloformation consists of   
 red, dark brown, light gray, and dark gray clay and silty clay that contain   
 sinuous, light gray, silty, sand bodies which are two to three meters thick.   
 Near the Mississippi River flood plain, the unit is blanketed by Sicily Island   
 Loess, which is overlain by less than one meter of Peoria Loess in places   
 southwest of where the flood plain is joined by that of the Red River.

 Elizabeth alloformation—alluvial deposits of middle Pleistocene streams in   
 southwestern Louisiana that are older than the Oakdale alloformation and lie   
 topographically above its surface. The surface of the Elizabeth alloformation   
 surface is highly dissected and lacks any constructional landforms. Local   
 water well logs indicate that the Elizabeth alloformation typically consists of   
 an upper layer of fine-grained sediments, which is a few meters thick,   
 overlying reddish sand.

 Lissie Alloformation—dissected alluvial deposits of early Pleistocene   
 streams. The regionally extensive Upland geosol occurs at the top of the unit.   
 The unit is bounded updip by the Willis Formation and downdip by younger   
 subunits of the Intermediate Allogroup. One outcrop consists of light   
 orange-red, orange-red, and dark red gravelly sand. Local water well logs   
 indicate that the Lissie Alloformation typically consists of an upper layer of   
 fine-grained sediments, which is tens of meters thick, overlying graveliferous   
 sand. Near the Mississippi River flood plain, it is blanketed by Sicily Island   
 Loess, which is overlain by less than one meter of Peoria Loess in places   
 southwest of where the flood plain is joined by that of the Red River.

Open Water, Inundated Area, Wetland

Streams

Contact—includes inferred contacts

Topographic Contours
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