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Guidelines for Proposing Women's, Gender, & Sexuality Studies Courses


There are two categories for listing courses in WGSS.  A key question to consider in deciding whether you want to propose your course as one that fulfills WGSS degree requirements or as one that belongs in the "Related Interest" category is:

Is the study of women and/or gender central to this course's subject matter and/or methodology? 

Courses that Fulfill WGSS Degree Requirements

A course that fulfills requirements for Women's, Gender, & Sexuality Studies degrees is one that examines the experiences and perspectives of women and the ways that women's lives relate to the social, economic, and political systems of their society and historical period, and/or examines gender and the cultural institutions that construct femininity and masculinity. Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies courses address the diverse experiences of women and men through areas such as race, class, sexual orientation, age, disability, and/or other manifestations of diversity.

Some questions to consider are:

How does this course address women and/or gender as a central concern?

How does this course address the diverse experiences of women and men through areas such as race, class, sexual orientation, age, disability and/or other manifestations of diversity?

Courses of Related Interest

A course of related interest, but which does not fulfill Women's, Gender, and Sexuality Studies degree requirements, is one that includes the study of women and/or gender, though these are not the central concern or focus of the course (e.g., social stratification or the works of Virginia Woolf if not approached via gender scholarship).  

Supporting Material for Women’s, Gender, and Sexuality Studies Course Listing Proposals

If your course meets these criteria and you would like it to be advertised as a WGSS course, please send the Administrative Coordinator (wgs@lsu.edu) the following:  

1. A description, not to exceed 150 words, that sets forth the main issues, rationale, and goals of your course. Please include your name, course, and section number, time, and room (if known), and specify whether you are proposing this course as one that fulfills requirements, or one that you want listed as "Of Related Interest."  This material will be reviewed by the Coordinating Council.  
2. A briefer description, not to exceed 75 words, which we will use on our flyers for the semester and on our web page.  Again, please include your name, course number, time, and room (if known). 
3. A syllabus for the course in question if you are requesting that the course fulfill degree requirements. If a syllabus hasn’t been prepared yet, please give us your proposed reading list and as much information as possible about the topics, themes, and issues you plan to discuss.  You do not need to send a syllabus if you are only proposing a course for “Related Interest.”

