Political Science 7940: Seminar in International Politics

Spring 2017

Class Mceung: Thursday 9:00-11:350 Instrucror: David Sobek

Class Locanon: 210 Stubbs Otfice Hours: Tuesday 9:00-10:00
Wednesday 9:00-10:00

F-mail: dsobek(@ Isu.edu Office Locanon: 211 Stubbs
Oftfice Number: 5782134

Summary:

This class 1s the mroduction to the study of internatonal polites at the graduate level. Ttis
important to keep m mind that this course does not present a comprehensive coverage of
internatonal politics (no course could do that), but it will introduce vou to a number of the most
important debates within the field and force vou to develop a deeper understanding of the subject
matter.

This course divides into three main toptcs: the orgmal debates, the original debates today,
and the new debates. Aside from giving vou a broad coverage of the hterature and ideas, this setup s
meant to highlight the fact that scholacly debates are dialogues across ume. People do not write
artcles and books mn solanon from one another; rather, they are responses to the previous literature.
This will become clearer when vou are able to trace ideas across tme and through the literature.

Because this course 1s a seminar, tts mam job is 1o exposce vou to the literature and prepare
vou tor more advance courses. \s such vou will be required to read and assimilate a large amount of
the literature i a short period of ume. In additon to the readings, vou will have a number of wriing
assignments meant to reinforce the readings and fucther your knowledge of the licerature.

Ulumately, ar the end of the course vou should have a broad knowledge ot international
relavons. In addion, vou will have developed the skills needed to succeed in more advance courses.
Thus, it 1s important for vou to use this class not only as an mtroduction o internanonal relations,
burt also, an mtroduction to graduate work.

Brief Overview of Requirements:

Attendance and Participation: 20% o of final grade.
Two Reviews and presentatons: cach s 1090 of final grade.
I'inal Paper Assignment: 25% of final grade.

Final Exam: 35" of final grade.



Reading assignments
Many of the readings for this course come from the books. Sigmificant portions of the
readings, however, come from articles that vou will need o acquire. For cach week the assignments
are listed in a specific order meant to demonstrate the development of the literature. Please read
them in the order that they are listed.
Required Books:
Angel, Norman. 2012 [1912]. The Great Hlnson - 1 Sty of the Retation of Matary Power T N\ ationa
ldrantage. New York: Bottom of the Thll Publishing. ISBN-10: 161203652N
Blamey, Geoffrev. V988, The Cumes of Ware 377 edition. Free Press. [ISBN-10: 072510550N

Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce. 1983, The War Trp. New Haven: Yale University Press. ISBN- 1
0300030916

Carr, VL 20000 The Twenty Y ear Crzses 19191939, Palgrave Nacmullin, ISBN-10: 0333963776
Gat, Azar. 2006. 0w on Human Cortlezation. Oxford: Oxford University Press. ISBN-10: 0199236631

Kant, Immanuel. 1957 [1795]. Pepetnal Peace. New York: The Liberal Arts Press. ISBN-10:
0915145472

Keohane, Robert. 1984, fter Hegemony: Cooperation and Disiord in the World Political Lzconomy. Princeton:
Princeton University Press. ISBN-10: 0691122482

Gpin, Robert. W arand ¢ Luange in World Poluts. Cambrdge: Cambridge University Press, [ISBN-10:
0521273765

Hobson, John. 1965, Luperialicn. Ann Arbor: Universiy of Michigan Press. ISBN 102 13960525053
Machiavelll. 1984 e Prence. Bantam Classics. ISBN-10: 3533212788

Kugler, Jacck and Douglas Lembke, 1996, Pty and Wz L raiiations and Fixtensions of The War edoer.
Ann Arbor, MI: University of Michigan Press. ISBN-10: 0472066021

Walez, Nenneth. 1979, Theony of nternational Politics. Ncgraw 1L ISBN-10: 1577666704

Wendr, Nlexander. 1999, Socal Theory of Luternational Polite. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.
ISBN-10: 0321469600

Opuonal Books:
Keohane, Robert, and Joeseph Nve. 1977 (2000). Pawer and Interdependence 4 cdition. Nddison Wesley.
ISBN-10: 0205082912

Manstield, Edward. 1995, Power. Trade, and I ar. Princeton: Princeton Universine Press, ISBN-10:
0691044821

MeNedl, Wilbam T 1982, The Puranet of Power. Clucago, 11 University of € hicago Press. [SBN- L0
0226561585

Most, Benjamin and Harvey Stare. 1989, Lnguny. Loy aund Litornational Poletr . Columbia: University of
South Carolina Press. ISBN-10: 0872496309



Rosccrance, Richard. 1986. 17 Rise of the Trading State: Commerce and Conguest o the Modern World.: New
York: Baste Books. ISBN-10: 046507037X

Schumpeter, Joseph. 198 Captalisin. Socalismn. and Democraa. Tarper Collins. ISBN-10: 189139651X

Watson, Ndam. 1992. The Livolution of Luternational Society: -1 Comparateve istoreeal -1nalys. Routledge.
ISBN-10: 0415069998



Grading Svsiem:

Attendance and Participaton (20%): Artendance and parucipation account for 20" of your final
grade. Ttis vially important for vou to come to class prepared, te. having carefully read the
assignments. Simply showing up for class 1s not sutficient. You will need to consistently contribute
to class discussion 1 order to sausty the parucipation aspect of this part of your grade.

2 Reviews and Presentations (10%0 cach): Three tumes in the semester vou will be required to read
and discuss the optional readings. During these weeks vou need to prepare a summary for cach of
the required and optional readings (roughly a half page singled-spaced for cach arucle/about -2
pages for a book) You will also be expected to present the opuonal readings to the class (about 15-
20 minutes). The writien reviews need to be sent 1o the class and me by 5:00 PN the Wednesday
betore the class.

Paper Assignment (25%0): During the semester.vou will be required to write one 10-12 page paper on
one of the course topics. This paperis an m depth analysis of one question in the literature. You
will be expected to comprehensively summarize the literature on that topic and highlight the
important findings as well as the main quesuons left unanswered. “This paper s due on the last day
of class but can certamly be turned in sooner.

Fial Exam (35%0): At the end of the semester vou will be given a final exam. The format of the
exam will attempt to mumic the comprehensive exams that vou will eventually have to take in
graduate school. This 1s to be completed within a week of the final class.



Week 1: Introduction
Week 2: Meta-Theoretical Debates

Required Readings
Singer, |. David. 1961, “The Level-of-Analysis Problem m Internavonal Relavons.” World Politucs.

[4(1): 77-92.
Wendt, Mesander. 1999, Socal Theory of Liternational Politrs. Chaprers 14,

Lake, David A 2011 “Why ‘Tsms” are Bvil: Theory, Epistemology, and Academic Sects as
Impediments o Understanding Progress.” Laternational Studies Quarterhy. 55(2): 465-48 1.

Sil, Rudra and Peter |. Katzenstein, 2011, “De-Centering, Not Discarding, the ‘Isms’ Some riendly
\mendments.” Luternational Studics Quarterly. 53(2): 481-487.

Nau, Heney R 2011 “No Alernative to Ysms.” Dnternational Studies Quarterfy. 55(2): 487-493.

Optional Readings:
Most, Benjamum and Harevey Stace. 1989, Lnguery, Lowe, and International Politees. Columbia: Universtty of
South Carolina Press.

\dditional Readings:
Kuhn, Thomas. 1996. The Structure of Sceentific Revoiutiony 370 cdition. Chicago: University of Chicago
Press.

The Original Debates
Week 3: Violence in the International System
Required Readings:
Gat, Nzac. 20060 0 ar in I nman Coeesation. Oxtord: Ostord Universiy Press.

Opuonal Readings:
MeNedl, William TL 1982, The Pursuit of Power. Chicago, 11 University of Chicago Press.

\dditional Readings:
Diamond, Jared. 2005, G, Germs, and Steel- The Fates o e Socieies. New York: W W Norton.

MeNedl, William HL 19920 Plawies and Peoples. New York: Peter Smiuth Publishers.

Week 4: Classical Realism

Required Readings:
Carr, FLHL 20000 The Twenty Y car Crises 19191939, Palgrave NMacmillan,
Thuevdides. The Melian Dialouge.

Machiavell. 1984, 17 Prvwe. Banrtam Classics.

Optional Readings:

Watson. Ndam. 1992, The rolution of Duternational Society. 1.ondon: Rutledge.

Addronal Readings:
Morgenthau, Hans. 19850 Poidtics A mong Nations. McGraw-{Hill.



Week 5: Structural Realism
Requured Readings:
Waltz, Kenneth. 979, Theory of International Politey. NMegraw- Hill.

Oprional Readings:
Suidal, Duncan. 1991, “Relative Gans and the Pattern of Internatnonal Cooperavon.”™  Laerican
Political Scrence Revien 8513): 701-720.

Powell, Robert. 1991, “Absolute and Relatve Gains i Internatonal Relanons Theorv™  Dwerican
Politecal Scionce Review. 85(4): 1303-20),

Reinhardt, Fric and Mare Bush. 1993, “Nice Strategies ina World of Relaunve
Gains: The Problem Cooperation Under Nnarchy.™ Jowrnal of Conflect Resolntion 37(3): 427-
443,

Powell, Robert. 1994, “Anarchy m International Relatons Theory: The Neorealist-Neoliberal
Debate™ Diternatiwna Oroanisution 48: 313344

Additional Readings:
Walty, Kenneth, 2000 Mau, Tl State. and Wear New York: Columbia Universite Press.

Week 6: Realism and Change
Required Readings:
Gilpin, Robert. W and Change on W orld Polites. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Park, Jong Hee. 2010, “Structural Change in U.S. Presidents” Use of Force.™ lmerzan Jorra of
Paolitrcal Scrcine. 343 T006-T83.

Oprtional Readings:
Raoscerance, Richard. The Rese of the Tradeng State: Comuierce and Conguest on the Madern World. New
York: Basic Books.

\dditional Readings:
Mearsheimer, Johna, 20030 1 Tiasedy of Great Power Pojetes. W\ Norton,

Week 7: Liberalism and Beyond
Required Readings:
Kant, Immanucl. 1957 [1795]. Pepetna! Peace. New York: The Taberal Arts Press.

Angel, Norman. 2006 [1912). The Great Hnsion -V Study of the Relation of Military Power To National
ldrartiage. New York: Obscure Press.

Optional Readings:
Hobson, John. 1965, [npeiaiom. Ann Arbor: Universuy of Michigan Press.

\ddiuonal Readings:
Schumpeter, Joseph. 1984, Capitalvsm. Socialin. and Denocraey. T larper Collins.



Lenng NUL V996, Lperialisin: The Hiohest Stave of Capitalisn. Pluto Press.

Week 8: Neo-Liberalism
Required Readings:
Keohane, Robert. 1984, - Ater Heoewony: Cooperatii aind Discord i 2l Wprid Polstcal Leconomy. Princeton:
Princeton University Press,

Optional Readings:
Keohane, Robert. and Joeseph Nyve. 1977 (2000). Power and iterdependence 307 editeon. Nddison-Wesley.

Goenner, Cullen I 2010, “From Tovs 1o Warships: Interdependence and the Eitfeets of
Disaggrepated Trade on Miliarized Disputes.™ Jowmal of Peace Research, 47151:547-361.

Additional Readings:
Dovle, Michacl. 1997, Wy of Wear and Peace.: Realisnr Liberalism. and Socialzm. WX Norton.

The Original Debates Today

Week 9: Power and War
Requrred Readings:
Kugler, Jacek and Douglas Lembke. 1996, Paety and Wz Lavalnateons and ixctensions of The W ar Ledoer.
Ann Arbor, M1z University of Nichigan Press.

Optnonal Readings:
Manstield. Fdward. 19950 Power. Trade cand 1 Princeton: Princeton University Press,

Addinonal Readings:
James, Pateick. 20020 International Relations cand Scientific Prooress: Structural Realunr Reconsidercd.
Columbus: Ohto State Universiy Press.

Siverson, Randolph, and Harvey Starr. 1997, The Diffision of War: 4 Study of Opportunity and Willingness.
\nn Arbor: Universiy of Nichigan Press.

Organski, Nl K. and Jacek Kugler. 1981 T7e War Ledger. Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

Week 10: Democratic Peace Debates
Required Readings:
Maoz, Zeev, and Bruce Russcert, 1993, “Normatn ¢ and Structural Causes of Democratic Peace, 1946-
V986.7 American Political Scicnce Review. 87731 624-038.

Farber, Tenry S and Joanne Gowa. 1997, “Common Interests or Common Polites? Remterpreung
the Democrane Peace.” The Jowrnal of Polite. 391212 39347,

Gartzke, Erik. 1998, “Kant We All Just Get Along? Opportunity, Willingness, and the Orinns of the
Democrane Peace”  laerwcan Jorrnal of Poletecal Scevnce. 42012 1-27.

Oncal, John R.and Bruce M. Russcrt. 1999, "The Kanuan Peace: The Pacific Benefits of Democracy,
Interdependence, and International Organtzauons, 1885-1992." 11 wied Politres 32(01): 1-37.



Gartzke, ok, 2000, “Preterences and the Democraue Peace.” Luternational Studies Qnarterly. 4-4(2):
119-213.

Sobek, David. 2003, “Regime Tvpe, Preferences, and War: An Empirical Analysis of Renatssance
Vealv.™ Jowrnal of Conflict Resolutzon. 47(2): 204-225.

Opnonal Readings:
Mansfield, Fdward 1., and Jack Snvder. 1995 “Democranzanon and the Danger of War.”
International S ety 20:5-38.

Ward, Michael, and Kristian 8. Gleditsch. 1998, “Demacratzing tor Peace.” -lwercan Political Science
Revden. 92011 51-61.

Mansficld, Edward D, and Jack Snvder. 2002, “Incomplete Democratizanons and the
Outbreak of Nilitary Disputes.™ Liternateonal Studecs Qnarterly. 46: 329-3-49.

Sobek, David. 2005, “Machiavell’s Tegacy: Domesue Polines and Internavonal Confliet.” International
Studdicy Grartery. 49(2): 179-204.

Havard, Hegre, John R Oneal, and Bruce Russett. 2010, “I'rade Does Promote Peace: New
Simultancous Estimates of the Reaprocal [itfects of Trade and Confliet.”™ Journal of Peace
Resconh 4706:763-775.

Additional Readings:
Weart, Spencer. 20000 Nezer at War Wy Democracees Wall Not Fioht One Another. New 1 laven: Yale
University Press.

Week 11: Information and War
Required Readings:
Blanev, Geoflrey, 1988, The Canses of W ar. 3 cditron. 1ree Press.

Optional Readings:
Huth, Paul ., Scort Bennett, and Christopher Gelpr 19920 “System Uneertainty, Risk Propensity,
and Internatonal Conflict Among the Great Powers.” Jomral of Conflict Resolution. 36(3): 478-

517,

Powell, Robert. 1996, “Uncertinty, Shitung Power, and Nppeasement.” - lwerican Political Science

Reveen. 90(4): 749-76-

Schultz, Kenneth. 1998, “Domesuc Oppostuon and Stgnaling in International Crises.” lmwerican
Political Science Revien. 92(4): 829-44,

O'Nedl, Barry. 2001, “Risk Aversion i Internauonal Relavons Theooy™ Lurernational Studies Quarterhy.
454 61740,

Reed, William. 2003, “Informanon and Fconomice Interdependence.” Jomrnal of Conjlict Revolution.
147(1): 5472,

Additonal Readimngs:
Jervis, Robert. Pesoption and Muperception in Lnternational Politics. Princeton: Princeton University Press.



The New Debates

Week 12: Rational Choice 1
Required Readings:
Bueno de Mesquuta, Bruce, 1983, 17 WWar Trap. New Taven: Yale Unwversiy Press.

Opuonal Readings:
Putnam, Robert. 1988. “Diplomacy and Domestic Polities: The Logic of Two-Level Games.”
Lnternational Oroanezation 4203): 427-460

Iearon, James D0 1994, “Domesuc Political Audiences and the Fiscalation of Internatonal
Dasputes.” bmercan Political Science Reveenw 88(3): 577-392.

Schultz, Kenneth. 2001, “lLooking 'or Nudience Costs.” Jowmal of Confiect Resolution. 45(1): 32-60.

Granato, Jim, Mclody Lo, and M. C. Sunny Wong. 2010, “\ Framework for Unifving Formal and
Fmpirical Nodels.™ Lzerican Journal of Political Scence. 54(3): 783-798.

Addinonal Readings:
Bueno de Mesquita, Bruce, and Da id Lalman. 1992, 1w and Reason Dosmestic and International
Limperatiro.

Week 13: Rational Choice 2
Required Readings:
Fearon, James 120 19950 “Ravonalist Explanavons toe \ac™ Luternational Organesateon. 4913): 379
+14

Gartzke, ke 19990 “\Nar s i the Preror Term.”  Luternational Orounization. 33(3): 567 587.
) Y

Fearon, James D.and David D. Lawun. 1996, “Explaming Interethnic Cooperation.” - bmevean
Politrcal Scicnce Revien 9041715735,

Daowns, George, and David Rocke. 1994, “Contlict, Agencey, and Gambling for Resurrection: The
Principle- \eent Problem Goes to \Nar”™ Lwervcan Jowrnal of Poiitical Scence: 38(2): 362-380.
g J

Tarar, Ahmer and Bahar Leventoglu, 2009, “Public Commuitment m Crisis Bareamnine.” Tnternational
Studiey Quarterly. 53(3) 817-841.

Optional Readings:
Wagner, Harnson, 1994 “*Peace, War, and the Balance of Power.”™  Lwervcan Politecal Science Revaen.

58: 393-607,

Fearon, James . 1994 "Signaling Versus the Balance of Power and Interests: An Empirical Test
of a Crisis Bargaining Model." forrnal of Conflect Resolution 38(2):236-269.

Powell, Robert. 1996, *Stability and the Distributon of Power.™ Hodd Politrey 48: 239-267.

Gartzke, Lrik, and Nichael W Simon. 1999, ““Hot Hand» .\ Crincal Analvsis of Enduring
Ruvalries.” Journal of Positics 61(3): 777-798.



Addirional Readings:
NMilner, Helen. 1997 Luterests. Lnstetuteons. and Injornateon. Princeton: Princeton University Press.

Powell, Robert. 1999, 1 the Shadow of Power. Princeton: Princeton Universite Press.

Week 14: Social Constructivism
Required Readings:
Wende Nexander. 1999, Social Theory of Liternational Politr. Chapters 53-8

Optional Readings:
Dessler, David. 1989, "What's at Stake in the Agent Structure Debate?™ Diternational Organization 43:
44173,

Wendt, Mexander. 19920 “\narchy is What States Nake of 1 Tnternational Organesateon 46: 391
426.

Hopt, Ted. 1998, The Promuse of Constructivism in Internanonal Relavons Theors ™ Lnternational
Seconty. 250 171-200.

\dditional Readings:
Bull, Fledlev 19800 The  Lwarcheal Socey. New York: Columbia Universiy Press.



