POLI 4001


Assignment II

Due in class Feb 22

Evaluate the following article:

Jeffrey Segal and Albert Cover. 1989. “Ideological Values and the Votes of US Supreme Court Justices”  American Political Science Review V. 83 Issue 2 557-565.

In your discussion of this article be sure to address the following questions:
What is Segal and Cover’s research question?

What do they think is wrong with previous analyses that looked only at justices’ voting patterns on the court?

These authors are interested in the relationship between two concepts- ideology, and judicial behavior.  How do they measure ideology?  How do they measure behavior?

Describe the following aspects of the authors’ measure the ideology of justices?

What is the level of measurement of this measure?

Is their measure valid?  What evidence do they present to suggest that it is?

Is it a reliable measure? Again- what is their evidence of reliability?

Is the measure biased? Again- what is their evidence of bias or unbiasedness?

What other measurement strategies were considered and rejected?

Is their measure of ideology independent of the behavior of the justices once they are on the Supreme Court?

How was the “liberalness” of the justices’ voting records measured?

Do the results of the analysis support the authors’ hypothesis?

