POLI 4001


Assignment I


Due in class Feb 10.

On Feb 10 you will hand in a brief writing assignment.  We will also discuss these writing assignments in class, so be prepared to explain your work orally. In a brief paper (about 2 or 3 pages) apply one or more of the theoretical approaches discussed in Elster’s “Nuts and Bolts for the Social Sciences” to the political or social phenomena of your choice.  Your paper should:

1. Describe the political/social acts or events you seek to explain

Examples: 
When do countries go to war with each other?



Why do lobbyists take state legislators to football games?



When would an ethnic minority try to secede from a nation and 

form an independent state?


Why do undergraduates cheat in some classes and not others?

2.  Apply a theoretical explanation to the act or event you seek to explain.

Examples:
Actors choose a strategy to maximize their
 _________









(income)









(security)









(odds of a date)



Individuals who do _______ are punished/rewarded by ________.



Groups who do not do _______ are eliminated because of ______.



Actors chose  ____ not knowing if  ____ will do ____ or do _____.

3. Present one empirical observation your explanation would predict (or would exclude from possibility).

If I am right then ____ would do ___ when _______.


This must be an original work, do not use an example straight out of the book, or taken from another source (including the internet).  This can be a very creative and fun project- if you chose interesting phenomena.  It need not be the most important political phenomenon ever, nor the most elaborate model created.  The goal is to demonstrate your understanding of one of the explanatory mechanisms described by Elster.

